BATTLE OF KR1SHNAPUR     -
became the gainer of their services and thus achieved all his
heart's desires. After attending to their comforts he took them
in his company and returned with them to Hazrat-i-Ala. In the
middle of the way at the small fort with mud walls in Krishna-
purl under Nattharnagar, Cope saw the French forces ready for
action, and according to the sense of honour of his community,
he was impelled to subjugate that fort. Abdifl-Wahhab Khan
Bahadur the commander of the army, pointed out to him the
undesirability of the delay on the way, the unseasonable strain
for the sepoys, the useless endeavour in a profitless work, the
necessity to reach the destination and dissuaded him; yet, he
was obstinate and finally the troops were arranged to the right
and the left, to the front and to the back; sardars brave as
Rustam were appointed and thus inevitably they had to gird up
their loins for war. M. Kalir, the guard of that place also
came out of the fort with his army, gathered his cannon to
oppose the enemy, and attempted to charge violently. Thus the
fire of battle was kindled. When the bellowing of the cannon
on both the sides gave a portion of the world to the wind of
destruction, and heaps of dead bodies like mountains fell as
heavy loads on the jungle, the enemy turned his face from the
battle-field and took refuge in the fort. Cope was wounded By
a cannon-ball. The leader of the army did not care to subdue
(1) Krishnapur or Krishnavaram was situated 30 miles to the west of
Trichinopoly on the high road to Mysore. It was seized by a strong party
of the French and Chanda Sahib's sepoys who threatened to attack the
Mysoreans on the frontier of Karur about the beginning of December.
Lieutenant Trusler was sent over to dislodge the enemy from Krishnapur;
but he found them in a much stronger position than he expected. Cope was
then sent with a stronger party to attack the French posts. But both were re-
pulsed and killed in the attack. The fort of Krishnavaram was surrounded by
a mud wall flanked by round towers. The northern side was close to the bank
of the Kaveri, the other sides were surrounded by a deep morass. To the
west, the French had built an entrenchment. The Mysore army consisting
of 12,000 horse and 8»000 foot, proceeded by a different route to Trichinopoly,
and the enemies' attention was diverted by a false attack by Captain Dalton.
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